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PROFILE, From A1 

battered aa It has been -by the 
revdations two years ago that it 
has violated the’ bounds 'of statu-! 
tory charter andHti some cases 
transcended accepted standards 
of international (behavior. 

There are those who will argue 
that the Justice Department's plea-> 
bargaining terms for Helms were 
' tod lenient, that theigovemmeht 
would have been less generous 

had the accused not <beeii"i re to obey the law which binds all , 
spected member of .the governing of us. ^ , ^ 

elite. Yet others, surely the pres* — ^ 

tl^ous constituency of Helms* 

Washington friends and patrons. 



Helms made similar dlsclatmdra 
to the , same, committed then 
headed by former Sen, J. W. 
bright (I>Arkl)^_. ano Uict'' launch _ 
HelnM jpjEutisan.. ^ ^ 

' Throu^oiit -his brfeal .Helms 
professed to, h^ve beeu, obeying a , 
higher loyalty-r-the . code ,of hia 
craft, his oath as an inteU^ehce J 
operative. .He fdt, as .W put| it^^ 
yesterday; >;a position ?pf ' totaT ,! 
conflict’ l)etween his "obligation j 
to keep institution^ secrets" Md - 



will respond with bitterness to the 
sentencing— echoing the • emotions 
voiced by Wi^ams, 

On one occasion in February, 
1975, .the lions’ of Washington so- 
cial and political ; life gathered at 
dinner to pay homage to. Helms, 
yWho had already .perceived the 



For Oitter, who emn)>ai^ed for . 
office' against Ihe excesses of ^the 
intelligence establishment and -in' 
behalf of an ‘‘open’*-, administra- 
tion, the Helms case 'must' also • 
have posed a painful dilema. Jbj]^ - 
•For the men charged with pros*, 
•cuting the case, Attorney Gener-' 
al Bell and his deputy in charge 
bf the criminal division, Beniamin 
Clyiletti,' the horns' of. the 



trouble ahead. The group mclud-,^ Helms dileifima bit as deeply as' 
,.ed Averell Harriman,. Stuart, anywhere in the government. 
Ssmingtpn, Robert S. McNamara, ^ WlUlams had made it clear .that 
Henry Kissinger, and the Bra- to defend; Helms jt(galnst such 
"’' dens, c^Timnist Tom^andfhoatesa prosecutiozT it might* be necessary 
Joan, who issued the in^tatlons. to open up national security ^ is-. 
The wagons ,^were being.. circled ' aues which could be profpundly . 
even then. ^ embarrassingjto the government — 

' For President; Carfo*^iind for : even to spipc of those pjprsoji^ge^ 
his Attorn^ v Generid; Griffin who hacLes^ped the-tat ^p^ of^ 

Bell, the Helms cal^aa been ^a the caserit was for thig reason, as 

painful^i apd\Svexii«Sp3j^ CivUettCpimi^ 

Bell bdli s^ken 6p«My '«xf . th^fr a.dhihih!vauom..h ,tcr*tnl- 

pressure, the entreaties ifromttfib^ tiate the blea-htu^aining"'^ 
influential partisans of Helmrf. ABiifoimer 
from the* Ford administtatfen. . T^Fpr ]0arrihgmn Pvkcr, 
most since the administration toot ' 

: office the negotiations have been 



under way between counsel for 
Helms and Carter’s Justice De 
partment 

r;.,; At ‘the heart of the Helms case 
was the issue of giving untruth- 
ful tes|dmony under oath to . a 
duly-constituted committee of 
Congr^ the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, . * ^ - 

» Udder questioning b^ liis long^ 
standing friend patron, Sen. 
StuaiT Symington7,(I>Mp.), . Helms 
testified In February,. J973, that 
the CIA played ho role in pads- ' 
ing money to or helping opponents 
of the late_ President -Salvador.. 
Allende in Chile, later disclQsedX 
to ha^e been the target "of an un- 
declared covert war by President^ 
Nixon. The following M a re h ’ 






pendeht-milided .black , iudgef’.who 
was bom in Ko8sl^^^g*f>'and edu- 
cated in the District of Columbia 
schools, there seemed ; to have 
been no^ ambiguities, no anguish- 
ing. " “if .1 

“You now stand before this 
1 court inr disgrace and shame,** he 
told Richar(T Helms yesterday. 

As he uttered > these words 
Richard Helms gripped the pod- 
ium with tense fingersr The ^^tri- ' 
cian- achiever, who had made Phi 
Beta Kappa and ^ class, president 
and was yoted '^ost' likely ‘to' 

' succeed** at Wfi^uns ..College : — 
and did — had come to thb climax „ 
of his ordeal. > ' ' ^ . 

.^d in a; way, so. did the ihstltu- _ 
tioh he served since the CIA was 
constituted 30 years agc^'fyrheni 
Helms .first went to work &ere. - ^ 



■' ‘-i- 

**Ru;Iutrd Helms wUl bear the scar of a- conviction 
for the rest of his days, a scar inevared iH the sys^ 
of hU courUry fqjr^ing what by. hisMghts, an^^^ji^ 
science was the right thing to do*.’* 

•A 0 ' '» — D.f.ni. 'wSsAl 
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: w going to wear thU conviction like a 

' honor. He will wear it like a banner • - * ' 

‘ igb.t. 'V .*' • ■ ’,1. 

\\ Vi — 4>Iettii« ^torngi WOliami begirt piyw. jjalimCas ' 



after Halnu wa« idTflii a luapendad jail tann,-_^. 
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hfid been approved by the Attorhey 
General and the President of the 
United States. ‘ \ .f ; ' 

Parker had rejected that /arrange* 
ment, a point which he made clear ^ 
again to Helms later Monday at the 
open court proceedings in which the ^ 
former CIA head pleaded. *'no .con-' 
test." 

Even , after, the plea, . WilHams had 
sought imme&ate impotition of a sue* ' ' 
pended ^tence to end Helms* 
"mental anguish," Parker, however, 
said just as forcefully that he wastnot 
going to sentence Helms on the same 
day he*pleaded^ and instead set yes- 
terday's sentencing date. * ; ;,v. 
Helms and Williams smiled and 
chatted as' they waited for Parker to • 
take the bench yesterday, hut became 
.increasingly grim as the .sentencing . 
procedure wore on. 

Williams praised Helms’ govern- 
ment service and personal attrib- 
utes and said be was proud : **to stand 
beside a man who has madethese vir- 
tues the hallmarks of manhood and 
who has- lived his whole life accoi> ; 
Ingly” t*, vV 'r 

His client, Williams'' said, “found 
himself Impaled on the homa of a mo^ 
ral and legal dDemma** when he teat£>. 
fled under oath before the Senate 
comilQittee on^^o occasions and was 
.questioned about CIA operations in 
ChilA V 

Helms was aware - that covert ac- 
hy the oaths he had taken when he ^ 
was CIA director and when he left the . 
agency never to divulge classified In- % 
formation, Williams said. 

“Is that paramount to the oath -that 
. ur . .A,: 



he toofc before the Foreign Belatipns 
Committee?*’ Parker .Interjected. - 
“I think It Is hot paramount; your 
honor," WiUiama repli^ adding * that 
be was mentioning it onljr to' show the 
“<Ulem^.”, ii' ,• U-: ' 

■ “Were there not other alternatives 
open to him, Mrs. Williams? Parker 
askpd. When WilHams replied that 
there were, Parker said, "He could 
have very easily stood hack and con- 
sidered very carefully the. other alteiv 
niitives'jr * and I. am sure that he ia 
experienced in meeting situations 
such as these." - ^ 

'^wnUams suggested that the consid- 
eration of alternatives such as claimr 



lights and cohsciehce, was ther right 
thing to do!*^ 

Helms’ only ^statement in cohrt was 
a quiet,. calm, don’t bellexq..^at 
have anything to adcf to what 'lfe%WU-v || 
liams has said,” He issued a statement J 
later, however, aga^, explaining -the^ 
dilemma in which h^:^elt ca^htybe*. 

- fore Congress^ 

The statemrat wld hls^ 

conviction would lead to new guide- 
lines /or taking testimony from CIA 
Sectors before congressional panels. 

Parker’s tongue-lashing of Helms 
began after QvUetti urged on behalf 
of the goven^ent that ^e.,go free. 

^ The judge told Helms:., 



tag ex^Utlve privUege mounted . 



protect the agency whose affairs you 
had administered and to dishonor i 
your solemn oath to tell the ti^th be- 
fore the committee.” • 

Helms whose arms had ^)een. at his*^^ 
sidb began gripping the lectern stiffly^, 
as the judge continuedt 
“If public officials embark dellberij' 
ati^ on a course tb' disobey and ig* 
nore ihe la^s of pur land, l^ause of 
some ihisgUided and ill-cq|nceiyed no- 
L. tion 1^ ^belief that ^er^lE^ ei^lier v 
eommitm^ts' and^ eonrideiations 
which they must flrsj. pbs^e, the f u- ^ ' 
ture of oim county is lii J^parfy., 

' We those.' m 

intelligence security cqmmioiity ■ of 
this country wha fpel that they, 
have a license to operate freely^ out^-> 
^ side the dictates qt the law and. other- t 
* wise to orchestrate as ‘,they sw ' fit.' V 
In^ad, WiUlama. added, there was Public p^d^s at ever^ level, what-. 
only the ."scar of a, con viction'' that ^ ever tiieirV position, like any other* . 

Helms' wilT bear for the rest of his person, must respect and honor the ’ 
life, “a scar incurred in the service of Constitution, and tb^ lawa of ;/he /I 
his country fbr doing what by lus Uitited Etates,’* Parker 



hindsight, and that he ahd Helms did 
not contest that altemativesr . might 

* have been available. Instead, said WU- .. 
liams. Helms did what he thouW^t .wiis 

! in 'the best interest of the country and 
kegt the Chile obPrttidn * secret de- 
spite the fact he^was lunder oath tor 
tell the tniflL 

-Id the da^s only Watergate refei^ ■ 
ence, the judge iqtpWuptM gga^^ ^ 
say, "There have been. a number of 

' defenduU<bcdore&^tlli& court ^ ..w^ 
the last fivejreai^ wlujjJiavq weighed 
thds questlbb^^^^^ What Is the best 

* taterests of ffie United States and you^ 

'-‘hWe- seen^ What has happened.”;^ 

' Williams responded that Helms wias; 

* different^ because "self-interests were 
at work iir those There was no 

i aelf-haterest atr work in tills case. 
Then?" wak no ^self-gain.” 
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